PSALTER-----PSKOV.

internal evidence of each particular psalm.
Nearly eighty are popularly assigned to
David, twelve to the singer Asaph, some
fourteen to the sons of Koran, two have the
name of Solomon, and one is supposed to
have been written by Moses. The opinion
that some of the psalms are of the time of
Samuel has no historical authority, while
those by unknown authors are apparently
of the latest date. In the Old Testament
there are 150 psalms, but in the Septuagint
and Vulgate psalms ix. and x. and civ. and
cv. are united, while cxvi and cxlvii. are
divided, so that the numbering differs from
the English version. In structure the psalms
have the strophe and anti-strophe which is
so characteristic of Hebrew poetry. It
would also seem that many of them were
meant to be sung in parts, the chief part by
the officiating priest, and a responsive part
by the people. The book of Psalms as we
have it is essentially the hymn-book of the
second temple, and according to the latest
criticism, was ascribed to David, merely
because the order of the worship in the
second temple was the same as that pre-
scribed by him for the first temple.

Psalter, specifically, the version of the
Psalms in the Book of Common Prayer; also
applied in the Roman Catholic Church to a
series of devout sentences, 150 in number,
and to a large chaplet or rosary with 150
beads, agreeing with the number of the

Psaltery, or PSALTERION, an instrument
of music used by the Hebrews, the form of
which is not now known. That which is
now used is a flat instrument in the form
of a trapezium or triangle truncated at the
top, strung with thirteen chords of wire,
mounted on two bridges at the sides, and
struck with a plectrum or crooked stick,
thus resembling the dulcimer (which see).

Fsa.rrvmetichus (sam-met'i-kus), a king of
Egypt who died about 617 B.O. He was one
of the twelve kings who reigned simultane-
ously in Egypt for fifteen years after the ex-
pulsion of the ^Ethiopian dynasty; but being
suspected by the other kings of aiming at
sole sovereignty he was driven into banish-
ment. With the aid of some Greek mercen-
aries, however, he defeated the other kings
in a battle fought at Momemphis, on the
east side of Lake Mareotis, after which he
became the sole king of Egypt (671 or 670
B.C.), and the founder of a new dynasty.

Psara, or IPSARA (Psyra\ an island of
Turkey, in the Grecian Archipelago, 7 miles
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north-west of Scio, about 5J miles in length,
and as many in breadth.
Pseudepig'rapha (Greek, false additional
writings), a term applied in bibliography to
a great number of books and fragmentary
writings whose claim to a place in the Old
and New Testament canons has been denied.
Unlike the apocryphal and deutero-canoni-
cal books, the pseudepigrapha have no value
unless to prove the capacity for forgery
which was possessed by the Jew, Gnostic,
and Christian of ancient and mediaeval
times. Among these Old Testament for-
geries may be mentioned, The History of
Aseuath, The Preaching of Noah, The Book
of Elias, The Testament of the Twelve Pa-
triarchs, The History of Antiochus, Book
of Lamech, Apocalypse of Adam, &c.; while
among the New Testament books are the
false gospels of James, Matthias, Thomas,
Nicodemus, Andrew, History of Joseph the
Carpenter, Nativity of Mary, Acts of the
Apostles, &c.
Pseudomorph, a mineral having a definite
form, belonging not to the substance of
which it consists, but to some other sub-
stance which has wholly or partially dis-
appeared. Sometimes quartz is found in the
form of fluor-spar crystals, the fluor-spar
having been changed by a process of replace-
ment or substitution into quartz.
Pseudopo'dia, in zoology, the organs of
locomotion characteristic of the lower Proto-
zoa. These consist of variously-shaped fila-
ments, threads, or finger-like processes of
sarcode, which the animal can thrust out
from any or every part of its body. See
Protozoa.
Psid'him.   See Ouara.
Psittacidse (sit-as'i-de), the parrot tribe,
a family of scansorial birds, comprising over
300 species, of which the genus Psittdcus is
the type. See Parrot.
Pskov, or PLESKOV, a government of
Russia, bounded by those of St. Petersburg,
Novgorod, Tver, Smolensk, Vitebsk, Livonia;
area, 17,069 square miles. The whole govern-
ment belongs to the basin of the Baltic, the
South Dwina, which drains the south-east,
carrying its waters into the Gulf of Riga,
and the Velikaia, Chelon, and Lovat, with
other small tributaries, carrying the rest of
the drainage into the Gulf of Finland. The
soil is throughout of poor quality, wheat is
seldom grown, and the principal crops are
oats and barley. Forests are extensive, and
the pine furnishes the means of manufac-
turing large quantities of pitch. Pop. 948,080.
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